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First Michigan “Adoption Day” will be Nov. 25 
Theme is “Giving Thanks for Families” 

 
 

 November 10, 2003  
 

Michigan will give thanks to adoptive families Nov. 25 during the first state Adoption Day, an event sponsored 
by the Michigan Supreme Court and Family Independence Agency. 
 
With assistance from local FIA offices and private adoption agencies, courts in 33 counties will finalize 
adoptions for more than 200 children that day, hold celebrations for adoptive families, and provide information 
about the adoption process. FIA director Nannette Bowler said the event is the first time Michigan has ever 
held a statewide event to celebrate adoptions.  
 
"Michigan Adoption Day will bring the adoption process to the forefront,” said Bowler. “FIA staff and private 
agencies under contract to the state helped place 2,833 children into loving adoptive homes in fiscal year 
2002. Almost 2,000 of these children were in sibling groups needing adoption.” 
 
While most of the courts participating in Michigan Adoption Day will finalize adoptions, other courts will 
participate by holding an "adoption open house," with handouts and other information about the adoption 
process. 
 
Michigan Supreme Court Chief Justice Maura D. Corrigan said she hopes the event will draw attention not 
only to the adoption process but also to the number of children available for adoption.  
 
"Our state has thousands of children in foster care as a result of child protective proceedings," Corrigan said. 
"Most of them hope to return to a home where abuse or neglect is not present, but many can never return 
home again. Those are the children for whom adoption is the only answer."  
 



 

At the end of September, there were 12,701 children who were temporary court wards in Michigan – children 
made wards of the court as a result of child protective proceedings – and there were 19,490 children in 
Michigan’s foster care program. For most children in the foster care program, their return home to an abuse-
free home is the goal. 
 
There are 4,584 permanent wards in care with a goal of adoption.  Many of these children have a family 
identified and are in the process of having that adoption finalized – like the adoptions that will take place 
around Michigan Nov. 25.  However, the most current Michigan Adoption Resource Exchange listing shows 
about 400 permanent state wards available for adoption who do not have an adoptive family identified. The 
FIA is actively recruiting adoptive homes for these children.  
 
The Nov. 25 event will help celebrate National Adoption Month in November, where Nov. 22 has been 
designated National Adoption Day. Although a number of courts and other states are participating in National 
Adoption Day activities, national organizers say the Michigan event appears to be the largest statewide event 
in the country. 
 
Attached is a list of the participating counties and their respective judges. 
 

 To acquire an updated listing of courts participating in Michigan Adoption Day, go to this Web site: 
http://www.courts.michigan.gov/supremecourt/Press/MichiganAdoptionDayIndex.htm 

 For more information on children awaiting adoption go to http://www.mare.org 
 For more information on public adoption policies and data, go to http://www.michigan.gov/fia and click on 

“Adoption”. 
 For more information on National Adoption Day, go to http://www.nationaladoptionday.org/ 
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NOVEMBER 25, 2003 
 

COUNTIES AND JUDGES 
(AS OF 11/5/03) 

 
Allegan/Hon. Michael Buck 
Alpena/Hon. Douglas Pugh 

Antrim/Hon. Norman Hayes 
Bay/Hon. Karen Tighe 

Calhoun/Hon. Gary Reed 
Cass/Hon. Susan Dobrich 

Charlevoix/Hon. Frederick Mulhauser 
Cheboygan/Hon. Robert John Butts 

Chippewa/Hon. Lowell Ulrich (informational open house) 
Delta/Hon. Robert Goebel, Jr. 

Genesee/Hon. Allen Nelson and Hon. John Gadola 
Grand Traverse/Hon. David Stowe 

Hillsdale/Hon. Michael Nye 
Ingham/Hon. Janelle Lawless 

Ionia/Hon. Gerald Supina (informational open house) 
Isabella/Hon. William Ervin 

Jackson/Hon. Susan Vandercook and Hon. John McBain 
Kalamazoo/Hon. Donald Halstead 

Lenawee/Hon. Charles Jameson 
Livingston/Hon. Susan Reck 

Macomb/Hon. Matthew Switalski 
Midland /Hon. Dorene Allen 

Monroe/Hon. Pamela Moskwa and Hon. John Hohman, Jr. 
Newaygo/Hon. Graydon Dimkoff 

Oakland/Hon. Linda Hallmark and Hon. Eugene Arthur Moore 
Oscoda/Hon. Kathryn Root (informational open house) 

Ottawa/Hon. Mark Feyen 
Saginaw/Hon. Faye Harrison 

St. Joseph/Hon. Thomas Shumaker 
St. Clair/Hon. Elwood Brown 

Tuscola/Hon. W. Wallace Kent, Jr. 
Washtenaw/Hon. Donald Shelton 

Wayne/Hon. Mary Beth Kelly 


